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THE TREATMENT oF POLITICAL PRISONERS. 


Tue latest reports from Clonmel Gaol are to the effect that Mr. . 
O’Brien’s ordinary clothes have been restored to him, and that 


he has been placed in the infirmary. We will not harrow | which have resulted in a 


the feelings of our readers by 
repeating the details of the bar- 
barities inflicted upon him last 
week, when he was forcibly 
stripped and shaved, and left in 
his cell in an unconscious con- 
dition.. What we are anxious to 
do is to place before them a few 
facts bearing upon the general 
treatment of political prisoners. 
For a sweeping condemnation 
of the whole Irish prison system 
we must refer our readers to the 
Report of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Prisons in Ireland, 
published in 1884, under the 
direction of the chairman—the 
present Viscount Cross. Space 
forbids more than a reference, 
but here is a specimen para- 
graph; “ Many of the prisons in 
Ireland are of an antiquated 
type, devised for an obsolete 
system of discipline, and, there- 
fore fail to fulfil the require- 
ments of the present day. 
Only five, perhaps, out of the 
’ whole number may be con- 
sidered up to the standard of / 
modern construction. There 44) Wa 
is a want of competent m 
nursing for sick prisoners 
and sick warders, the prisons 
are not sufficiently provided 
with suitable appliances for 
the proper medical treatment 
of physical and mental disease. 
Whenever a surgeon con- 
siders a prisoner's life to be in 
immediate danger by further 
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confinement he is at once to report the fact to the Under- 
Secretary for the Lord-Lieutenant’s information “Hie 
And yet, under the beneficent legislation of ‘the Union,” 
nothing has been done to remedy the state of things com- 
plained of in the report. 
It is this very system which, since Mr. Balfour acceded to 
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the post of Chief Secretary, has resulted in the death of 


young Thomas Larkin, in September, 1887; in the death of 
John Mandeville—Mr. O’Brien’s former companion—in 
prison a year later, and in the insanity of a Kilkenny 
prisoner. It is difficult to tabulate the number of other cases 
partial destruction of health. 
Mr. Condon, M.P.,. who. is 
a fine tenor singer, found on 
his release that he had com- 
Lane, M.P., could scarcely 
walk a dozen yards. 

By way of contrasting the 
difference between Mr. Bal- 
four’s administration and that 
of the late Mr. Forster, we 
recall that, some time ago, Mr. 
O’Brien informed our repre- 
sentative that during the period 
of imprisonment to which he 
was subjected in 1881, Mr. 
Forster incidentally heard that 
Mr. O’Brien’s mother was 
seriously ill. | Without any 
application on the part of Mr. 
O’Brien, arrangements were 
at once made whereby the 
hon. member was allowed to 
visit her several times a week 
and stay as long as he liked. 
A constabularly officer accom- 
panied him to the door of the 
house, when Mr, O’Brien 
would tell him at what hour he 
might return for him. 

Mr. O’Brien, in his letter 
the other day to the Irish 
Prisons Board, asked that 
political prisoners should be 
treated as a se class from 
common criminals. This is a 
demand which must appeal 
with irresistable force to the 

‘hearts of the women of Eng- 
land. 
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WHAT CAN WOMEN DO? i 


Since the days when the country rang with den 
of the Bulgarian atrocities, the heart of England has 
been so deeply stirred as by the treatment meted out by 
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present Government to Irish political prisoners, which has 
now culminated in the spiteful and vindictive torture in- 
flicted upon Mr. O’Brien. 

Whilst we hear of the formation of a committee of National 
protest on the one hand, and preparations for a Hyde Park 
demonstration on the other, the question which most concerns 
us at this moment in regard to this agitation, is, what are 
English women going to do in order to give expression to 
their abhorrence of the crimes for which their assent is 
claimed? Whilst we know that some of them, as our 
columns testify, have already taken steps to put an end to 
this atrocious system, there are, we believe, many who are 
only waiting for a suggestion as to how they can best swell 
the growing volume of national condemnation. How can 
we best assist them? It has been suggested that a women’s 
protest should be organised, distinct from anything yet on 
foot. We have already received the names of several well- 
known women ready to support this. Before initiating it, 
we are anxious to consult our readers—our columns are at 
their disposal, In the meantime, there is not a moment to 
be lost. It behoves the women of England to hold public 
meetings of women in every ward, in every town, in every 
village, and in every primrose-ridden hamlet, for the purpose 
of bringing home yet more clearly to the national conscience 
the enormities for which it has already been made responsible. 
At such meetings forms of protest should be circulated, and 
the names of adherents collected from women in all classes 
of society, and of all shades of political opinion, being con- 
vinced, as we are, that even a primrose dame would not 
willingly murder Mr. O’Brien. We believe that the executive 
committee of the Women’s Liberal Federation are about to 
take some action in the matter, of which we shall hope to 
publish particulars next week. We especially invite commu- 
nications from the secretary of every Women’s Liberal 
Association, telling us what they have done and what they 
are going to do, in order that we may publish it for the 
benefit of other associations. 


WHAT WOMEN ARE ALREADY DOING. 


Mrs. W. P. Byles, speaking at Bradford on Saturday, 
said that every single member of the Bradford Women’s 
Liberal Associations, nearly 
1,000 strong, had her heart on 
fire with indignation at the 
cause which had led to the 
holding of that meeting. (Hear, 
hear.) A great deal more 
would have to be done by the 
Liberal leaders before coercion 
was stopped in Ireland. Eng- 
lishmen, and, if necessary, 
Englishwomen, would have to 
go over to Ireland and spend 
their months in Irish gaols be- 
fore English people would he- 
gin to thoroughly realise what 
infamies were perpetrated in 
Ireland. (Cheers. ) She 
thought they might call upon 
every English representative 
man to-go over to Ireland to 
face Balfour’s. plank beds and 


bayonets. 
The Leamington, Maryle- 
bone, -and many other 


Women’s Liberal Associations 
have joined in the protest, 
At York, on Monday night, 
Mrs. Clarke made an eloquent 
speech on the imprisonment of 
Mr. William O’Brien, and said 
that there was a great differ- 
ence between political and 
criminal prisoners, and pro- 
posed, “That — the York 
Women’s Liberal Association, __ 
in- annual meeting assembled, indignantly protests against 
the harsh indignities inflicted upon Mr. O’Brien, and trusts 
that y efforts will be made to secure an alteration in 
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the law that will render such unworthy treatment of politi- 
prisoners for the future impossible.” Copies of this 
lution to be sent to the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and 

\M& O’Brien. . 
a ing of the Kettering Women’s Liberal Associa- 
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tion, held on February 4th, the following resolution was 
passed unanimously : ‘That this meeting views with the 
deepest shame and indignation the atriociously indecent and 
inhuman treatment of William O’Brien, M.P., in Clonmel 
Prison, by the present Government, and earnestly calls upon 
the men and women of England no longer to tolerate such 
acts of tyranny towards Ireland, done in their name.” 

At a meeting of the Hull Women’s Liberal Association, 
held on Monday in the Gladstone Hall, a resolution was 
passed strongly protesting against the treatment of Mr. 
O’Brien. Arrangements are being made by the Liberals of 
the borough to hold a mass meeting at an early date. 
_ The Women's Liberal Association for Fullham has, on the 
initiation of Mrs. Pite and Mrs. Barter, passed a resolution 
recording its great indignation at the policy of the present 
Government, as shown in their disgraceful treatment of Mr. 
William O’Brien since his imprisonment, and expressing its 
disapprobation of the jocular manner in which Mr. four 
spoke at a public dinner of that patriot’s sufferings. 

The Women’s Committee of the Borough of Chelsea 
Liberal Association have also passed a strong protest. 

‘The Hurst (Ashton-under-Lyne) Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion held an indignation meeting on Tuesday night. 

Reports of similar meetings continue to arrive from all 
parts of the country. 

The following telegram was despatched jointly on Sunday 
last by Mrs. Cobden-Sickert, Miss Amy Mander, and Miss 
Jane Cobden: Lord Mayor, Mansion House, Dublin. 
“ Our deepest sympathy is with you to-day in your righteous 
condemnation of Balfour’s exorable and vile plot. Millions 
of us feel that England stands disgraced and humiliated 
before the civilised world. England is only waiting for the 
opportunity to rid Ireland of this accursed Government. 
God save William O’Brien and Ireland.” Ellen Seckert, 
Amy ane Jane Cobden.—Hampstead, London, Feb. 

1889. 

' Among those who have already joined the committee of 
national protest are Mrs. Beesley, Miss Jane Cobden, Mrs. 
Sickert, Miss Amy Mander, Mrs. Charles (authoress, 
“Schonberg Cotta Family”), Mrs. Bateson, Miss Janet Case, 
Lady Sandhurst, Mrs. Frances M. Buss, Miss Orme, Mrs. 
W. P. Byles, Lady Stevenson, Lady Dilke, Miss A. Peckore 

(Wisbeach), Miss Mary Geog- 
hegan, Mrs, Corrie Grant, 
Mrs. Josephine Butler, Mrs. 
Lynn Linton, Mrs. Besant, 
Mrs. H. G. Ried, Mrs. Black, 
Mrs. Percy Bunting, Mrs. 
Sheldon Amos, Mrs. P. W. 
Clayden, and many others. 
A lady worker writes: The 
notion is abroad that Mr. Bal- 
four’s intention is to goad the 
Irish people to such a pitch of 
resistance as would justify a 
still stronger application of 
his ‘resolute government.” 
Whether he harbours this das- 
tardly intention or not, how- 
ever, he probably forgets to 
count with England. At 
meetings, and in reports of 
speeches delivered within the 
last few days, I have heard and 
read more desperate words and 
burning denunciations than | 
ever did before—at all events, 
from Englishmen. And Eng- 
lishmen don’t cool again very 
‘ soon once their blood is 
up. Mr. Balfour has sown 
for himself and his friends 
seeds of hatred and scorn, this 
last week, of which he will 
bitterly rue the harvest. With 
Ireland quiet and England 
ablaze, the end of the struggle 

is at hand. 

An open-air meeting was held on Sunday afternoon in Stevenson 
Square, Manchester, “to protest against the arrest and inhuman 
treatment of Mr, William O’Brien, M.P.” Although the weather 
was far from inviting, some fifteen thousand citizens assembled. 
Without the help of the police, the best of order was ge 
Mr. C. E. Schwann, M.P., presided at one platform, and Mr. 
James Knowles at another. Resolutions were enthuiastically 
adopted declaring the meeting’s resolute and determined abhor- 
rence of the Irish policy of the Government, condemning Mr. 


the Government to dissolve Parlia- 
momen In the course 
proceedings tary reference was made to Mr. O’Brien’s 
treatment by the Mayor and the Chief Constable of Manchester, and 
three cheers were given for the Ma r. 

A t meeting was held on 
Manchester, to indignantly protest 
treatment to which Mr. William OQ’ 
Clonmel Gaol. Sir Henry E, Roscoe M.P., 
expressing sympathy with the object of the gathering were read from 
Mr. Thomas oe * the Dean of M 


intense a was addressed by Mr. Jacob Bright, M.P., Mr. C. 
Schwann, M.P., Mr. Robert M.P., Mr. J. T. Brunner, M.P., 
Dr. Woodcock, the Rev. Dr. Macfadyen, Mr. J. W. Southern, Mr. 
Alderman Forrest, and the Rev. B. J. Snell, The hall was packed to 
suffocation, and a crowd of some thousands assembled euts::. e. 


At a meeting of Manchester Conservatives, held on 
Monday afternoon, a resolution was passed emphatically con. 
demning the conduct of the Mayor of Manchester, in 
extending his hospitality to a “ convicted criminal,” in the 
person of Mr. William O'Brien, M.P. Amongst the speakers 
were Colonel Sowler, J.P., Mr. J. W. Maclure, M.P., and 
Mr. S. Chesters-Thompson. Our readers will be interested 
in learning that the two last gentlemen here named are 
directors, and the former a shareholder, in a concern trading 
under the name of the Chesters Brewery Company Limited, 
the conduct of whose licensed houses we may feel it our duty 
to draw attention to later or. Of course it is only natural, 
under the circumstances, that the pure and patriotic souls of 
these gentlemen should blush for the fair fame of their city: 
We shall return to this subject upon a future occasion. 


SOLDIERS CHEERING FOR MR. O'BRIEN. 


The Press Association’s Queenstown correspondent reports 
what the Tory papers call an “extraordinary incident” at 
Queenstown Railway Station on Monday. About fifty men 
of the rst Battalion Manchester Regiment, from Haulbow- 
line, were drawn up on the platform to proceed by the 11-30 
a.m, train to Tipperary, when one raised his cap and called 
for “ three cheers for William O’Brien.” The entire detach- 
ment responded by raising their caps and cheering three 
times lustily. The officers attempted to check the men, but 
without effect. 
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FATEFUL DONEGAL. 


As our readers are already aware, the arrest of Father 
McFadden on his leaving his chapel at the conclusion of 
mass on Sunday morning last was carried out under cir- 
cumstances whicn unfortunately led to a breach of the 
peace, ending in the deplorable death of a constabulary 
officer— District-Inspector Martin. While we cannot express 
too deeply our regret at such occurrences, we can only be 
thankful that with all the provocation the people are called 
upon to endure, such events are not more frequent than they 
are. So many erroneous statements respecting the move- 
ments of Father McFadden have recently been published in 
the press that we the more welcome the following statement 
from our correspondent in Donegal, throwing as it does very 
considerable light upon the events which reached their climax 
in the lamentable bloodshed of Sunday last. It should be 
added that the people were addressed by Father McFadden 
after mass in the usual way, exhorting all present to be quiet 
and peaceable under all circumstances. When the people 
left the chapel a body of police, under District-Inspector 
' Martin, from Ballyshannon, was posted beside the chapel 
door. Here some of the people remained to watch the 
movements of the police. As soon as Father McFadden 
made his appearance outside the chapel door, the police made 
a rush to seize him. It was this that led to the regrettable 
consequences which followed. [ 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


The ordinary telegraphic press service has kept you in- 
formed on the proceedings of the crimes courts at Falcarragh 
and Bunbeg during the past two weeks, ; 

The story of Constable Igoe, of Gweedore, purporting to 
be the substance of the remarks of Father McFadden and of 
Mr. Kelly, Central National League, to the band-boys and 
the miscellaneous gathering that the music attracted at 


Father McNelis’s place on the 19th of December ; 

sole evidence on which these gentlemen are sveniey sin 
conspiracy against the payment of rents. The Crown, no 
doubt, succeeded in being allowed to bring in the ancient 
history of other alleged events in the other places; but it 
is confidently expected that, at next sitting of the court at 
Bunbeg, all this must be struck out, when there will be a 
lawyer present on behalf of the accused. At best, it could 
not appear to amount to anything, as against the defendants, 
unless in a crimes court of the modern sort. As regards 
Constable Igoe’s narrative, if it does not ultimately recoil on 
its author with damaging effect, the public expectation will 
be greatly disappointed. The amended depositions of 
Constable Igoe, on the public-house incident, do not speak 
well for his powers of memory, to begin with. The most 
casual listener in court could not fail to notice the intrinsic 
‘contradictions and inconsistencies in the alleged “cooked” 
speeches, as Mr. Kelly called them, The three witnesses, 
who have been examined for the defence, Father Stephens, 
Father McNelis, and Mr. J. Conn shorthand writer, 
all gave evidence in direct contradiction of Constable Igoe’s 
main statements. Mr. Kelly announced that he had 25 
witnesses still on his list, and probably might have a great 
many more. 

e court at Bunbeg had to adjourn on 3oth ult. to 1th 
inst., in order that the magistrates might keep their engage- 
ment to hear the remainder of the Ardmore eviction cases at 
Falcarragh on the 31st and following days. 

The night of Wednesday, the goth ult. was one of the 
greatest excitements and tension in Gweedore. Immediately 
after the rising of the court on that day, the word went 
round that Father McFadden’s house was about to be 
entered forcibly by the police to effect his arrest. The 
gathering of a large force of police at the barrack—half a 
mile from the parochial residence—favoured this rumour. 
Peasants were everywhere engaged in anxious conversation, 
but no gathering of them appeared till about 9 p.m. At 
this hour horns were blown, and moving lights were observ- 
able for miles over the moors. In response to these signals 
the people thronged from all directions around the parochial 
house. The lights were extinguished as their bearers came 
near, but the horns still brayed out in discordant strains their 
notes of defiance and of warning. ‘On they came,” from 
as far as the eye could see a light, or the ear catch a horn in 
the distant valleys. Word came that the police were paraded 
in force at the barrack, and were about to march on Father 
McFadder’s residence. As quick as thought he apprehended 
the situation, and at 9-30 he left his house for the express 
purpose of drawing off the people to prevent a collision. 
The police marched down the hill, and seeing a remnant of 
the gathering that presumably had not heard of Father 
McFadden’s move, they turned and marched up again to 
barrack, amid the deafening cheers of the people, with horn 
accompaniment. 

Friends of peace and order went amongst the people at 
once, and announced Father McFadden’s wishes to them, 
and by 11 o'clock all was quiet, the people having dispersed. 
However, at 12-15, the horns and lights started anew, and 
there was promptly another magic gathering of _ peasants 
around Father McFadden’s house, with, if possible, in 2 
excitement. The sounds of the horris, mingled with shrill 
whistle-calls, would strongly remind one of an ascent of the 
mouth of the Thames in a fog. Again the word came, “the 
police are on the march.” There was just time to pass a last 
word of warning as to what Father McFadden expected of the 
people—no stones to be thrown, the police not to be molested 
in any way. A few moments after the police came the Rifles— 
100 strong—from the opposite direction. They were In 
their beds at the Gweedore Hotel— four miles off—when the 
bugles summoned them at 11 p.m. to the assistance of the 
police. They were on the spot at 12-30. The peasants retired 
off the road in front of Father McFadden’s house into the moors 
to the required distance, and here they kept up a volley of 
raillery on the police, mingled with the cheers for Father 
McFadden, for half an hour. Meanwhile the police and Rifles 
went through a variety of warlike manoeuvres, which nobody 
understood the meaning of, if they understood it themselves. 
The inmates of the house, among whom was your correspon- 
dent, were momentarily expecting the grand assault to arrest 
Father McFadden. This state of supreme suspense lasted 
for over an hour, when both police and Rifles got the word to 
march, leaving only a guard of 20 or 30 police to watch the 
premises, lest Father McFadden should escape ! About:balf / 
an hour after the forces had arrived, suddenly, and -without. 
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any visible or intelligible cause, the people became quite 
silent and inactive. ‘This, no doubt was taken’ by the 
authorities as the beginning of some aggressive movement. 
But no, the silence was never again broken by word or any 
other sound, and it soon became known that fleet-footed 


peasants had disa ed over their native moors as quickly 
as they had arrived. Those inside the beleagured parochial 


house had little difficulty in tinderstanding the cause of this 
sudden and unexpected transformation. Father McFadden, 
said one and all, must have feturned to draw off the second 
gathering, as he had done with the first. And I am pretty 
sure that this will be the explanation when all shall be known, 
for no other power could have done it. 


Father McFadden’s last words to his people in the chapel 
on Sunday, immediately before the tragic scene of District- 
Inspector's Martin’s death, are in perfect harmony with his 
previous conduct throughout—in exhorting and counselling 
his people to be calm and peaceable under all circumstances. 
It was by his direct instructions that the people abstained 
from gathering at the court-house of Bunbeg during the 
eventful days of the trials, and the outcome of those proceed- 
ings must go to show that the prosecution of himself and 
Mr. Kelly, on the bogus statement of Constable Igoe, is 
responsible for the deplorable death of D.I. Martin. The 
English public will watch with painful interest the evolution 
of the unhappy state of affairs in this out-of-the-world spot, 
and learn a lesson therefrom that must be a shame and a 
reproach to the name and fame of the Empire. 

The special correspondent of the Manchester Guardian, 
writing from Londonderry, says: ‘‘What seems really to 
have happened was this. The police had a warrant, as every- 
body knows, for Father McFadden’s arrest, in consequence 
of his refusal to attend the crimes court upon a mere 
summons, For some days no attempt was made to execute 
the warrant, although the police must have known that the 
rev. gentleman was in his own house at Derrybeg, close to 
the well-known chapel. On Sunday, however, of all days, it 
was determined to arrest him. County-Inspector J.ennon 
was in command of the police, but he detailed District- 
Inspector Martin, two sergeants, and four constables to make 
the actual arrest. Mr. Martin waited until Father 
McFadden had concluded service in the chapel, and as soon 
as the rev. gentleman, who was still wearing his soutane, 
appeared on the path between the chapel and his house, he 
proceeded to arrest him. It has been widely stated that the 
rev. defendant was accompanied by at least 300 men, most 
of whom were armed with sticks, and who formed themselves 
into a “ bodyguard.” This, I am told, is not the case. The 
bulk of the male part of the congregation had drawn to the 
side of the chapel opposite to the house, and were watching 
the main body of policemen drawn up on the road below 
them. Father McFadden was accompanied, or rather 
followed, by a number of women and girls, and these people, 
when they saw the inspector lay hands on their priest, 
screamed loudly. Mr. Martin, I am further informed, 
immediately drew his sword, and that, too, with such quick- 
ness that Father McFadden, who was in his grasp at that 
moment, narrowly escaped being injured. This menacing 
attitude of the inspector caused the women to redouble their 
cries, and the sounds attracted the attention of the men on 
the other side of the building. They ran round, and the 
tragedy was consummated in another minute or two. Mr. 
Martin, who was a very tall and powerful man, struck right 
and left at the men as they came forward, and it is perfectly 
well known that he inflicted more than one severe wound 
before he himself was beaten down and left dying, with a 
dozen mortal injuries on his head. Whilst this ghastly scene 
was being enacted Father McFadden had gained the shelter 
ot his house; but as soon as he became aware of what had 
occurred, he came out and gave himself up to the police. 

Writing later the same correspondent says: Further 
inquiries tend to prove my first impression, that the police 
bungled dreadfully in what may be styled the plan of attack. 
I hear that Father McFadden, expecting that he would be 
arrested, went very early to the chapel, in the hope that the 
police would execute the warrant before the congregation 
arrived. When he left his house he met several groups of 
police, but no attempt whatever was made to arrest him. At 
that time only three members of the congregation were in 
the neighbourhood of the chapel. It was reserved for the 
Police to attempt to execute the warrant when hundreds of 

xcited men were about and the priest was fresh from the 
fexercise of his sacred duties. Again, when Mr. Martin did 

seize the priest, he could not produce the warrant. A 


sergeant had that all-important document, but he could not 
roduce it in the hurry and flurry of the moment. Father 
McFadden declined to surrender until he saw the warrant, 
and continued to on toward his house, Inspector 
Martin keeping hold of his clothing with one hand and 
drawing his sword with the other. It was then that the 
women began to scream at seeing what they considered no 
less than an act of sacrilege. learn late to-night that 
Sergeant Carey, who was with Inspector Martin, is lying in 
an almost hopeless condition. 


SOMETHING ABOUT IRISH INDUSTRIES, 


PART II. 


THE art of lace-making seems to have existed very early in 
Ireland, but to have, in the middle of the last century, 
almost died out. In the year 1743, the Royal Dublin Society 
made a grant of £30 a year to Lady Arabella Denny, to be 
by her distributed in prizes for the best lace. This gave a 
great impetus to the lace trade. Many poor women were 
taught ; prizes were only given to the more costly laces, and 
this was all encouragement for good work. This grant, how- 
ever, ceased in about 30 years, and the industry dwindled. 
It was afterwards revived in several centres, generally by 
philanthropic persons. Limerick lace is really an impor- 
tation from England. It was set on foot by an Oxfordshire 
gentleman, who settled in Limerick in about 1829 or 1830. 
He brought a number of Oxfordshire girls to Limerick, and 


-they taught the Irish girls to make what is now known as 


Limerick lace. I was sorry to see in my visit to Ireland this 
year how much the Limerick lace has degenerated. I have a 
beautiful piece that must be about 50 years old, but this I 
find is seldom or ever made now; only the best workers 
could attempt it. At one time all kinds of lace were made 
in Limerick. Now we seldom see any but run lace—tambour, 
and applique. This last was learnt from Brussels, and it is 
curious to see the remote likeness in character between 
them that now exists. There are some good specimens 
of Limerick lace in the Irish Exhibition, but it wonld 
really be a good work, to put a stop to such _lace- 
making as is constantly seen in the streets of Limerick. 
Youghal is the centre of the “Point Lace Industry.” The 
making of this lace was commenced in the famine years. 
I went to the Presentation Convent in Youghal, and the 
nuns there showed me their lace, and gave me its history. 
A Mrs. Smith, who spent her life in working for others, cast 
about in her mind what could be done to mitigate the 
distress caused by the failure of the potato crop. The 
women and children were working at starvation wages at 
muslin embroidery. Mrs. Smith had a very old piece of 
lace, this she picked to pieces, and so learned how the 
stitches were done, after that she tried the work herself, and 
soon began to teach it. The first piece of lace exhibited 
was much admired, and when the industry was fairly 
established, patterns of lace were sent by persons interested in 
the work, and were copied. Now the Cork School of Design 
gives prizes for original patterns, so the work has become 
varied and original, as well as beautiful, in workmanship, It 
was at Youghal that the splendid Irish point lace for the 
Pope’s Jubilee was made. I saw the same kind of lace at 
Cork and Killarney, and it is also made at Kenmaire. At 
Youghal also crochet lace is made well. I found ten or 
twelve girls sitting in a quiet corner of one of the 
streets, hard at work. I gave them some orders, and 
one day soon after, one of them brough a friend of hers 
to me, and said “This is the best worker in Youghal, 
far better than I am. Can yougive her an order?” This 
showed a beautiful unselfish spirit, in the good woman. 
I looked at her friend’s work, which I found was the best 
guipure. I told her to make some for me, and the tears 
came into her eyes, “Ah!” said she, “I came here a weak 
woman, and I go back strong—you have strengthened me to 
bear my life. I can bear anything if I can only work.” 


Poor creature! I would that I could give her more orders. 
I hope I shall be helped to do so. The nuns in the Convent 
of the Good Shepherd, at Cork, teach and overlook lace- 
making, and I saw some beautifn! work there. 

_ Another kind of lace is Carreckmacross. This lace was 
introduced by the wife of a clergyman, she learned the art 
herself in Italy, and she and some of her relations opened a 
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school where the women and children came to learn. This 
industry, has been assisted by public grants, and it still 
exists and does good work. 

A great deal of crotchet work is done at Clones in 
Monaghan. This industry, like so many others owes its 
origin to the philanthropic work, in the famine years. Mrs. 
Roberts was the helper here, she sent some girls to a 
neighbouring school to learn. When they were able to 
help Mrs. Roberts, she set them to teach. Her rule was 
that each girl who had been taught was to take three pupils, 
these in their turn did likewise and so a great number were 
taught, and good specimens of Spanish point, Point de 
Venise, and other kinds were sent out. At the same time of 
distress, lace and crotchet schools were opened, at Ardee, 
New Ross, and other places in Wexford and Waterford, 
where many poor girls, and in some instances even boys 
came to be taught crotchet. The lace known as Torchon, 
is also made in Ireland. I have had a good deal from 
Mrs. Dawson at Cong in Co. Mayo. It is exceedingly 
pretty, and even in the time I have known it, a little more 
than a year, the work has improved greatly under the care of 
Mrs. Dawson. The difficulty I have found about this lace 
is that being a cottage industry, the workers mostly only do 
it in their spare time, so that an order takes long to be 
finished, but often there is lace on hand and they are glad 
to dispose of it. 

Messrs. Hayward, in Oxford Street, sell a good deal of 
Irish lace. They are very kind about giving patterns and 
orders, and they pay well. Little narrow crochet edgings, 
I get from children in the schools, and sometimes from poor 

ies. Embroidery, of the same kind as Swiss and Maderia 
work is still done. It is dearer than these, and I have not 
been able to sell it so well, but it is much stronger, and wears 
better. I have some for underclothing, and for trimming 
washing dresses. The people who do this also do marking 
beautifully ; I have had table linen and pocket handkerchiefs 
done by them. There is another kind of embroidery called 
“Indian embroidery ” done in Clonmel by poor girls, who at 
times do this, and at times work in the potato fields) They 
make aprons, children’s dresses, quilts, tea cloths, and other 
things. It is exceedingly pretty, and for the. kind of thing 
not expensive. At Clonmel, many kinds of work are carried 
on—bootmaking, leather tanning, milling flour, glass bottle 
making. These, in addition to the cottage industries 
managed by Mrs. Bagwell, which give us, knitting, plain 
sewing, embroidery, and crochet. Ladies under-clothing is 
beautifully made here, and indeed, in most parts where home 
industries are encouraged—particularly in the convents, and 
under the direction of the nuns. The work of all kinds done 
at the convents is gaod, and though it hardly comes under 
the head of “industries,” ought to be mentioned. I went 
over the Convents in Arklow, Youghal, Cork, and Killarney, 
and everywhere the same active, usful, industrious life was 
going on. The teaching of the nuns is so varied and so 
thorough, it must do good by putting different ways of work 
before young people, and encouraging orderly industrious 
habits. 


The linen trade is the staple industry of Ulster, it is mostly 
machine made, but a large number of handlooms are at work. 
This trade will always hold its own, it is ‘thoroughly good, 
and where designs are needed, they are of the best, it is too 
well known to need more thar. a mere mention. 


Pottery is made at Youghal—flower pots, tiles, crockery in 
plenty, and a few water jugs and flower vases. They are 
well shaped, and the industry gives work to, and pays well, 
a large number of people. 


A basket making industry has been quite lately started by 
Miss Sturge, at Letterfrack, in Connemara, co. Galway. It 
is yet in its infancy, but we hope great things for it, under 
Miss Sturge’s valuable and energetic help. Through the 
winter Miss Sturge will be glad to send post hampers, con- 
taining ferns and moss, and in the spring primroses, at a cost 
of 2/6. I cannot better end this paper than by laying before 
your readers what Miss Sturge says to me in a letter received. 
‘Whenever you meet any leisured ladies will you lay it upon 
them, as a duty, to learn some one industry, and come to 
some Irish village and teach it.” I am still selling the work 
of the peasants and of distressed ladies, and shall always be 
glad to help anyone who wishes to get Irish work. I pur- 
pose remaining at home every Wednesday afternoon through 
the winter, to receive friends who would like to see ies 
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mens of work I have on hand.—JANE A. RAVEN, 


Cottage, Frognal, Hampstead.” 


MR. GLADSTONE ON “DIVORCE”; 
OR 
“FAITHFUL AND UNFAITHFUL.” 


For some time past many have been looking forward with 
earnest tion to the review which it was announced 
Mr. Gladstone would contribute on the American novel by 

Lee. The review appears in the current number 
of the Wineteenth Century. It must be confessed that it is 
somewhat disappointing, in that it is too brief to open to us, 
to any extent, the workings of Mr. Gladstone’s mind on this 
subject. Our readers, however, will be exceedingly interested 
to know what he does say, which, in spite of our disappoint- 
ment, is p t with meaning. The novel is published in 
cheap form by Messrs. Macmillan. 

“The greatest and deepest of all human controversies is 
the marriage controversy. It appears to be surging up on all 
sides around us; and every book which helps definitely to 
map out its lines has on that account both interest and value. 

“It is in America that, from whatever cause, this con- 
troversy has reached a stage of development more advanced 
than elsewhere. 

‘* Moreover the present social life of America offers at all 
points a profoundly important field of observation, towards 
which European eyes have hardly yet begun to be turned. 
This social life, if it does not already embrace the largest 
province of the entire social life of civilised man, will shortly 
embrace not the largest only, but the largest beyond all 
comparison, and will form, in constantly-growing proportions, 
a telling element in the general condition of Christendom, 
and even of humanity at large. 

‘“‘ The present social life of America may be said to be a 
new formation, and to have begun at a date which would 
warrant our applying to it the alternative title of Waveriey, 
‘“’Tis sixty years since.’ Mrs. Stowe must have drawn upon 
the experience of her. early days in her admirable new 
English novels, such as Zhe Minister's Wooing; but the 
Puritan life which she describes appears to have vanished, at 
least from the wealthier circles of American society. In the 
work of Margaret Lee there is no trace of it; but the actual 
state of social relations among well-to-do people is drawn 
with a free hand in a singularly natural and truthful manner. 

“ Here we rest on general grounds. But the special 
interests of the book turris upon marriage. The true mean- 
ing of a discussion which calls into question the ancient and 
specially Christian constitution of the family is that it isa 
vast upthrow in the world of thought and fact which, if con- 
summated, will change in time the whole moral surface of the 
earth, and shift, in a revolutionary sense, the polarity of life. 
The chief spur thrown out laterally from this great upthrow 
is in America. Many a reader on this side the water will be 
startled when he learns that in the old state of Connecticut 
one marriage is dissolved in every ten, and in the new state 
of California one in every seven. He may learn with equal 
surprise that in South Carolina there is (as I am informed) 
no legal divorce whatever ; I mean, of course, divorce which 
leads the way to remarriage. Again, it is necessary to bear 
in mind that the divorces as well as the marriages of any one 
state are acknowledged in the courts of every other. I 
understand that the experience of America as well as of 
this country tends to show that divorce is largely associated 
with that portion of communities which is lacking in solid 
and stable conditions of life generally. America may suffer 
specially from the shiftings of relative position and circum- 
stance incidental to a forward movement in things material 
of an unexampled rapidity; and it may also be true that a 
state like Connecticut has to answer for many offences not 
her own, though she cannot be exempted from full respon- 
siblility for the laws she has chosen to enact. We must 
beware of all sweeping and premature conclusions. But it 
seems indisputable that America is the arena on which many 
of the problems connected with the marriage state are in 
course of being rapidly, painfully, and perilously tried out. 
In so far she is intrusted, like a prerogativa tribus, with the 
destinies of others, and may do much by her example to 
make or mar them. . ei 

“Tt is with great gallantry as well as with great ability that 
Margaret Lee Ties ventured to combat in the ranks on what 
must be taken nowadays as the unpopular side, and has 
indicated her belief in a certain old-fashioned doctrine that 
the path of suffering may be not the path of duty only, but 
likewise the path of glory and of triumph for our race..- 


“Ww, E, GLapstone,” 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gasette at the bookstalls of the 
principal railway stations. 

We most earnestly request the cordial co-operation of our 
friends in promoting the success of the Women’s. Gazette by— 

(1) Sending a complaint direct to us, with particulars, as 

to where any difficulty is found in procuring the 
Gasttte, 

(2) By getting their own newsagent to introduce it to his 

general customers. 

(3) By recommending it to their friends. 

We want one thousand direct subscribers, at 6/6 each per 
annum ; and a circulation through the booksellers of 20,000 
copies weekly. Will our friends help us to achieve these 
results ? 
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Besipgs the spontaneous outburst of indignation which has 
followed the treatment of the beloved leader of the Irish 
people, in Clonmel Gaol, we note that nearly every Liberal 
political organisation is preparing to take official action, in 
order to bring home to the Government, and especially to 
Mr.. Balfour himself, the awful responsibility under which 
they are acting. General principles of right are the best, and, 
indeed, the only possible incentives to sustained political 
agitation ; but when to these are added the’ keen ‘anxiety, 
growing in intensity every moment, which is now felt by the 
thousands, nay, millions, of men and women who regard Mr. i 
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William O’Brien as a personal friend, and who. have heard 
his voice and carry in their hearts a recollection of his 
magnetic power, the agitation acquires a force which enables 
it to sweep everything before it, and, at last, middle class 
apathy is stirred. In Bradford a huge meeting was called at 
less than 24 hours’ notice. In Birmingham the Liberals 
spoke out with something of the old Birmingham ring. 
Manchester, where the citizens were privileged to show, 
through their worthy Mayor, royal homage to their honoured 
guest, several large meetings have already been held, and, to 
judge from present appearances, this is only a beginning. 


M.P., is chairman, has already arranged to take instant 
action in all the metropolitan constituencies. This body 
consists of representatives from all the Liberal and Radical 
organisations in London, and it is the best adapted to arrange 
local meetings. The Home Rule Union arranged a meeting 
on Monday evening last, which was attended by several 
members of Parliament and active political workers, and after 
much discussion it was resolved that the several organisations 
represented in the room should be urged to form a joint 
committee to raise funds and properly organise a huge 
demonstration in London, in whatever shape was found most 
likely to be effective. The National Liberal Federation also, 
at their meeting on Wednesday, sounded another trumpet- 
call to battle. 
National Protest Committee, for which a small executive has 
been appointed, and which promises to do invaluable work 
in its own way. This executive is at present endeavouring 
to collect the names of well-known men and women who 
have not taken a part in ordinary political strife, but whose 
souls are stirred by the present iniquitous and unconstitu- 
tional proceedings of the Government in Ireland. It is 
intended to wind up with a conference of these and others, 


| every part of the country. 
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In London the active organisation of which Mr. Causton. 


Another branch of the agitation is the 


to be held in Lordon some weeks hence, when the best 
plans for future action will be discussed. 

These are some of the ways in which Englishmen are 
trying to show their disgust at the latest development of 
Balfourism. What are Englishwomen going to do? It was 
only last September that Mr. O’Brien, on the occasion of 
receiving an address from some of them at Waterford, spoke 
with the utmost sympathy and respect of their political work. 
He said he should have little hope for a cause if the good 
women of England and of Ireland were not interested in its 
success. The cause we are concerned with at this moment 
is the cause of freedom, personal freedom, for the leaders of 
constitutional reform in Ireland, and our most immediate 
object is the necessity of frightening Mr. Balfour out of his 
plot for weakening the health of his adversary. Are these 
matters worthy of instant and energetic action on the part of 
the Women’s Liberal Federation? We think they are, and 
we venture earnestly to call upon the acting committee of 
that body to lose not a moment in considering the most 
effective manner of focussing and giving proper expression to 
the indignation which - Liberal women are now feeling in 
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Tue arrest of Father. McFadden in the midst of his 
parishioners, and immediately after he had been performing 
the ceremonies of his church, was an insult to the religious 
feeling of the Irish people and a wanton incentive to riot and 
bloodshed. We deeply regret the death of the policeman, 
and we believe that during the imprisonment of good Father 
McFadden his thoughts will be very sad in consequence of 
this tragedy acted under his eyes. The details we are 
enabled to publish in another column tend to prove that the 
Irish Government were anxious to promote rather than to 
prevent a disturbance, and we are thankful that the mischief 
caused by this foolish action went no farther. It would not 
have been astonishing if a dozen men had been killed and a 
dozen families left widowed and orphaned. To the 
impartial reader of the newspapers it seems as if Mr. 
Balfour and his tools were now chiefly occupied in inventing 
methods for producing riot. Sometimes the chief himself 
undertakes to execute his designs, and delivers a vulgar and 
aggravating speech to a small company of underbred no- 
bodies in to get his callous jokes and their indecent 
laughter reported in the public press. Mr. Dillon has done 
well to sacrifice his passage money to Australia and return at 
’ once to Dublin. Such a leader amongst the Irish people, at 
once calm in judgment and sympathetic in feeling, their best 
adviser and their warmest friend, is as great a safeguard 
against insurrection as Mr. Balfour's hirelings are the pro- 
vocation for it. Everyone who lonks forward to the peace- 
ful termination of this unhappy strife, everyone who wishes 
to see Mr. Gladstone rewarded and the Government dis- 
appointed, will join in a thanksgiving that such a man as 
John Dillon is on Irish soil at this trying time. 


* 


; ** 

The Women's Suffrage Journal for February adds to the 
fund of amusement already provided for the delectation of 
the public by its Tory editor. It publishes a list of the 
general committee of the “garden walled around” party— 
which labels itself the National Society for Women’s Suffrage. 
On this general committee eighteen members of Parliament 
have iously consented to sit. Our readers will not be 
surprised to learn that there is not a single Liberal among 
the whole eighteen. The associated societies of this 
“ National” institution number only four—Manchester, 
the North of Ireland, Bristol and West of England, and 
Dublin. 

Mr. J. W. Maclure, M.P., having forsaken his first love and 
joined the Central National Society, has now, penitent-like, 
returned, and again sought refuge with Miss Becker’s 
committee; so that at the present time he is a vice-president 
of the one society and a member of the general committee 
of ihe other. Thus far the hon. member has subscribed to 
neither. Whilst, however, the Central National Society have 
received nearly £600 in response to their appeal, the other 
“wing” has only managed to raise £180; so that, even 
when officered by eighteen M.P.’s exclusively Unionists, it 
does not follow that a society derives’ much advantage, 
pecuniarily, from their adhesion. 

We learn that a new association, just started at Bedford, 
with Canon Haddock as president, has already affiliated with 
the Central Society in Parliament Street. It is also stated 
that, at the last executive committee of the latter, it was 
resolved to discontinue the subsidy of £100 to the Women's 
Suffrage Journal, and to substitute a quarterly statement of 
the society’s work. ; ; 

It looks as though the Parliament Street committee are “fast 
getting under weigh.” At the same time we are thankful to 
believe that the ultimate enfranchisement of women depends 
neither on one society nor on the other, but upon the sure 
but silent working out of the laws of God, the development 
of which, alas! human beings and societies of human beings 
often obstruct, in their desire to magnify themselves and their 
petty personal feelings. It is much to be hoped that the 
Central National Society will adopt a straightforward 
attitude in reference to the enfranchisement of _married 
women. Unless they are prepared to do this, it is surely 
scarcely worth while to raise a special fund of £1,000 for the 
purpose of extending societies upon Beckerian lines, and 
adding to the disgust of the public, for the sound of 
“ women’s rights.” aa 

Pal , 

By the time that the publication of an article appearing in 
one of the monthly reviews, such as that on Bismarck in the 
Contemporary for the current month, is attended with such 


inconvenient consequences 
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to public personages, who are, 
first suspected and then called upon to repudiate their con- 
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nection with the articles, it becomes a question as 
moral right of the litterateur to claim tha auekes apa 
mity. It is easy to understand that the article alluded to 
has been a source of considerable and wholly unnecessary 
anxiety to the Empress Victoria. . It is time that the fugitfve 
was “run to earth.” There is much to abhor in what we 
already know of Bismarckianism, but let us at least make 
sure that our daéa is reliable. Jn these days of ‘ philosophic 
doubt ” internal evidence alone does not count for much. 
Has Mr. Stead anything to say on this question ? 


“+ 

We recently had occasion to allude to the somewhat vulgar 
remarks of Dr. Parker, on the work of Mr. Stopford 
Brooke’s church. One of our representatives happening to 
be present at Bedford Chapel on Suaday morning last, 
brought away an account of the manner in which the com- 
munion offerings of the last twelve months have been ex- 
pended. The account not being in any sense “ private,” 
we beg to publish some of the details it furnishes. At the 
same time we take the opportunity of expressing the pleasure 
it will give us to publish similar details of the work done by 
Dr. Parker’s congregation at the City Temple :— 


£ ss. d, 
’ To a poor widow, 28. per week .........-.-ssesesereeee 710 o ~ 
» Medical attendance and medicine for ditto ...... 018 o 
» A poor widow, aged and blind, 2s. per week ... 5 40 
» A widow in distress, 4s, per week during winter 
MONS ......cccccccssscsscesccccccccccccocccsecesssese 312 0 
» A poor man for lodgings... ........... ..sse.seessreee 200 
» Poor boys, assistance towards clothing ......... 3 00 
y» A poor woman in need ...... . ...secceserseesseeees 010 0 
» A poor widow, unable to work, partially para- 
lysed, 1s. WOOK. 00.5. cocsccsvscossccnsccseneses r19 0 
vA young man, blind and unable to work, 2s. per ; 
sabaencteuaibeswstsasesqesqouvececonseesssesssoases 318 o 
» A widow, sick and destitute ...............sss+s0 419 6 
, A poor needlewoman, unable to work from loss 
of sight, 1s, per week...........sscccsesscsssseees 318 o 
» London Cottage Mission.............+-seseessrssrees § 0 Oo 
;, Work among discharged prisoners, St. Giles’s 
Mission. ............sscccere-sscseerenccesenssecseescoes 220 
» Work among discharged prisoners, Dublin...... tro 
a 


** 
A correspondent, writing to a contemporary, says :— 
After the reports of the recent Royal Commission no one can be 
surprised that the employment of women in the Civil Service is to be 
still further encouraged. It is now proposed by the Government 
that women shall be engaged as “ writers,” or ists, in different 
branches of the service, and, although the c will naturally 
cause indignation among the men who are displaced, there cannot be 
the smallest doubt that it will be for the country’s . The male 
‘writers’ are, as a rule, persons who have failed in every other 
occupation they have tried; they have agitated more than an other 
class of State workers, because they have always held that they are 
not adequately paid ; and there is nothing that they are required to do 
which cannot be equal'y well done by women, who will be content to 
accept and be grateful for a still lower scale of remuneration. 
Female labour in connection with the Post-office has been a distinct 
success, and the Government are fully warranted in carrying it into 
other departments, . 
So far as being “content to accept and he grateful for a still 
lower scale of remuneration,” we sincerely hope that the female 
workers will not demean themselves by doing anything of the 
kind. 


* 

“ All’s well that ends well,” and the list of aldermen elected 
by the London County Council on Tuesday is one to which 
it is difficult for any reasonable being to take exception. 
Miss Cons has already done much for the toilers of London, 
and we heartily congratulate her and her fellow-aldermen 
upon her election. The list of the elected comprises the 
names of many others whose public career in the past 
justifies the expectation that at length the axe will be laid to 
the root of the upas tree of the want and vice of our great 
Metropolis. It seems a fitting opportunity to add that the 
heated and undignified controversy which has arisen con- 
cerning the aldermanic election would never have taken 
place if the Star and the Pail Mall Gasette had forgotten 
journalistic jealousies, and abstained from publicly slanging 
each other. It is quite time that this sort of thing—which is 
seriously injuring the prospects of the party—was put a stop 
to. The Star has already worked wonders during its brief 
career, but London is not going to be won for the Liberal 
party by means of an open quarrel between the two evening 
papers, whose mission it should be to work together for a 
common object. 


2 
+ & 

During Mr. O'Brien’s previous incarceration in Tullamore, 
he applied for a copy of Thomas & Kempis onthe 
“‘ Imitation of Christ,” but the request was refused. There 
must be a good deal in the “ Imitation of Christ ” whichis 
treason to the Irish Government. 


es 
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WOMEN’S TRADE UNIONS. 


Following the recent public meeting at Cavendish Street 
School Hall, Manchester, on Friday, February rst, a 
business meeting of working women was held at the same 
place. Mr. Byrne (vice-president of the Amalgamated 
Society of Tailors) took the chair, and Miss Black and Mrs. 
Schwann made brief speeches. The women were mostly 
shirtmakers, but there wefe a few workers at tailoring and 
kindred trades. The shirtmakers elected a committee and 
secretary, and came to a general agreement to adopt the 
same rules as the London society in the same trade. They 
fixed to meet again and enrol members and receive contribu- 
tions on Tuesday, February sth. The tailoresses engaged 
to make the movement known in their trade, and, with the 
assistance of the Amalgamated Society of Tailors (who at 
their last conference passed a resolution promising to assist 
in organising the female workers in tailoring), to hold another 
meeting, when a committee and officers might be elected. 

On Saturday, February 3rd, a meeting of women engaged 
in bookbinding was held at the Royal Oak Coffee Tavern. 
Mr. Ashton (vice-president of the Trades Council) was in 
the chair. Short speeches were made by Mr, Smith (secre- 
tary of the Manchester branch of the Consolidated Society 
of Bookbinders), by Miss Black, and Mr. Spencer (secretary of 
the Manchester ‘I'ypographical Association)—the president 
and treasurer of which society were both present—who offered 
the use of the association’s office for committee meetings ; 
and Mr. Smith promised that pecuniary assistance would be 
forthcoming ‘from the Consolidated Society of Bookbinders 
for the preliminary expenses. A similar movement has been 
set on foot in Liverpool, where, also, there are fair prospects 
of success. 


S1r,—I have read with great interest the report of the 
meeting recently held at Manchester to promote the forma- 
tion of women’s trade unions, and also a letter entitled 
‘** Cheap Clothes,” which appeared in your issue of January 
1gth. There can be no doubt that the universal passion for 
cheapness is responsible for a great deal of the terrible 
sweating which we all so much deplore. I should be very 
glad if any of your readers could tell me whether the 
Co-operative Stores or Household Supply Associations of 
our large towns pay their workpeople less wages than they 
would receive from a retail tradesman. I have never been 
in the habit of dealing at these stores, but many of my 
friends do, and the system has doubtless many advantages 
to the customer. Co-operation is better than competition, 
but if the co-operation results in benefit to the shareholders 
only, and the real workers are underpaid, there must be some- 
thing radically wrong. I only write for information, and 
shall welcome any light that can be brought to bear upon 
the subject. Enclosed please find a small contribution 
towards the expenses of the proposed union of women shirt- 
makers.—Yours truly, 

‘Edgbaston, Birmingham. GERTRUDE E. SOUTHALL. 


We beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of ten 
shillings from Mrs. D. Webb, of Heathside, Parkstone, 
Dorset, on behalf of Mrs King, and of a like amount from 
Miss G. E. Southall, Edgbaston, for the funds of the Shirt- 
makers’ Union, both of which sums have been handed over 
to their respective destinations. 


THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


Ow1ne to the pressure upon our space, we are obliged to 
condense our report of the proceedings before the Parnell 
Commission. Our readers will not, however, lose much this 
week. The Attorney-General is still grinding away, the only 
difference being that it is now on an American organ (he 
having reached what he calls the American evidence), instead 
of careering about Ireland from Donegal to Cork, and piping 
to judges too sorrowful to dance. 


SSS... E — 


The Liberals of Hackney seem intent on completing their 
organisations. Women’s associations have already been 


formed in the north and south divisions, and now the 
central division signifies its intention of following suit. 

The Wolverhampton Women’s Liberal Association sent a 
splendid bale of clothing to Father D. Stephens, Falcarragh, 
consisting of 116 articles of clothing for the 23 evicted 


Womens’ Liberal Associations, 


We are glad to learn that, in the recent County Council 
election for the Ealing Division, two of the nomination 
papers of Dr. Gordon Hogg (who was heartily supported by 
the members of the Ealing Women’s Liberal Association) 
were filled in entirely by women ratepayers, 

* 


& & 

We regret that a printer’s error should have reversed the 
meaning of a speech made by Mrs. Sinclair, president of the 
Chatham Women’s Liberal Association, reported in our 
columns last week. The report should have read: Mrs. 
Sinclair “urged the younger members earnestly to study 
political questions, and she was sure they would then see 
the necessity of devoting all their energies to the Liberal 
cause. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


NOTICE TO SECRETARIES AND OTHERS. 


We are glad tv announce that Miss A. 
Macdonell, the Secretary of the Women's 
Liberal Federation, has kindly undertaken 
to edit a‘ Federation Column,” weekly, and to 
supply a diary of tts work. It ts hoped that 
local Secretaries and others interested in the 
movement will do their best to supply Miss 
Macdonell with items of news and general 
enformation likely to be of interest to our 
readers. Reports of meetings should be 
forwarded direct to the Editor as heretofore, 
and in order to be inserted in current tssue 
should reach him not later than first post on 
Wednesday morning. 

Detailed reports of meetings from Hull, Not- 


tingham, Chesterfield, and Hurst reached us too 
late for insertion in current issue. 


BRADFORD. 


The annual meeting was held on Monday, January 28th, 
in the Mechanics’ Institute. The hon. secretary and the hon. 
treasurer presented their reports. The secretary, in moving 
the adoption of the report, referred to the growth and work 
of the association, and expressed a hope that the coming 
session might be as fruitful as the last. The voting for the 
new executive committee then took place, and according to 
the decision of the previous meeting, twenty-one members, 
in addition to the presidents, were appointed. Mrs. Spence 
Watson, of Newcastle, then addressed the meeting. She 
referred to the growing part taken by women in politics, and 
instanced the success of the women’s candidates in the 
County Council elections, and in the recent School Board 
election in Bradford. She also spoke on the Irish question, 
and expressed her warmest sympathy for Mr. Balfour’s latest 
victims. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs. 
Watson for her interesting address, 


BRISTOL, 


The annual meeting of the Bristol Women’s Liberal 
Association was held at the Victoria Rooms, on Saturday 
afternoon last, and was well attended. Miss Priestman pre- 
sided, and there were present Dr. Kate Mitchell (London), 
Mrs. Walter Sturge, Mrs. Tanner, Mrs. and Miss Hincks, 
Mr. F. Priestman (Newcastle), Miss Estlin, Mrs, Grenfell, 
Miss Price, Mrs. Trebilco, Mrs. L. Perry, Miss Quick, Miss 
M. Priestman, Miss Heaven, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Elkins, 
Mrs. Swann, Miss Tucker, Miss H. M. Sturge, Mrs. Ralph, 
Mrs, W. S. Clark (Street), Miss Colby, and Miss Robinson. 


The President said she would refer to two points only—the one 
sad and the other hopeful. The sad statement was that Ireland was 
no better off—it was still suffering from a resolute Government—(hear. 
hear)—there was the same uneasiness and disaffection there, and every 
reason which induced them last year to work on behalf of Home 
Rule was ten times as strong now as then, To the settlement of the 
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Irish question they must heartily devote themselves. (Hear, hear.) 

other point, and that was a hopeful was the position women 
a a relation to the newly-established councils. There 
possibly have been a more marvellous proof of the rise in 
public feeling on behalf of political equality between men and women 
than the quiet matter of fact manner in which the arrangement of 
these County Councils had been accepted. 


hon, sec,, read the 
hensive review of 


rt, which, in a compre- 
e year’s work, said : 


e committee, feeling that 
it was of the utmost importance to follow up the interest aroused by 
the Women’s Suffrage Conference at Clifton, in Fe , 1888, wi 
some definite action, formed a “ United Women’s Liberal Association 
for the Extension of the Franchise to Women,” which had sent 
s to Newport, Hall, Whitby, Stalybridge, and other places, 
and had since been joined b several Women’s Liberal Associations. 
The committee had much pleasure in announcing the formation of a 
new branch of the association—namely, one for Bristol North, with 
Mrs, Swann as its president, Owing to pressure of work, the com- 
mittee had not been able to give as much assistance to the branch for 
Bristol East as could have been desired, and the work of organisation 
was difficult in a new district; but it was hoped that during the 
present year it might mrently incroustt The committee greatly felt 
the importance of forming t local branches, and this n was 
especially felt with regard to canvassing for municipal and other 
elections, This work was found to be most useful as a means of 
giving information on public matters, and more workers were much 
needed, It was estimated that there were about 4,000 women house- 
holders in Bristol; and it would, therefore, be seen that a large staff 
of helpers was required for any general work, such as a School Board 
elzction. Mention had been made in former reports of the election of 
dalies on the Executive and General Committees of the Liberal 
Thousand in the wards of Westbury and St. Michael. These were all 
re-elected eaning past year, besides four ladies who were elected 
for the Clifton Ward, making the total number twelve, Early in the 
year the committee considered the subject of sending a delegate to 
the International Council of Women at Washington, It was impos- 
sible, owing to the great distance and expense, to find one ready to 
go; and it was, therefore, decided to send the following letter to the 
ouncil, which was accordingly done: “Dear Sisters,—We have 
heard of your intended gathering with deep interest. We are not 
able to send one of our number to represent us; but we write to tell 
you that your zealous labours in America strengthen and encourage 
our work here, to bid you God- , and to assure you that we are 
one with you in the conviction that women must stand by women— 
the most educated by the most ignorant—the most sheltered by the 
most unprotected—until every barrier raised by law and custom in 
the way of women’s full development and freedom shall be brokcn 
down,” In July, to the very great regret of the committee, Miss 
Tribe resigned her seat on the committee, retaining, however, her 
membership of the association. Miss Colby still kindly placed her 
newsroom at 11, Leigh Road South, Clifton, at the disposal of the 
association, for which the committee thanked her in the name of the 
association. In concluding the ape of work done during the year, 
the committee heartily thanked all those who had given assistance in 
any different ways. Without their ready sympathy and help much 
of the work could not have been accomplished, The committee 
earnestly the members of the association to use all their 
efforts through the coming year to increase both its numbers and 
erent believing that won. by their influence and co-operation, 
could help both to strengthen purify the Liberal party. If pro- 
gress seemed slow sometimes, and if it was difficult to realise the aims 
which was set before them, let them take courage in the thought 
that no effort was really lost. 
Miss May Priestman (treasurer) read the financial statement. 
A letter from the Rev. — Horton, of Portishead, explained that 
gentleman’s non-attendance, 
W. 8. Clark moved the adoption of the report, and this 
was seconded b 
Dr. Kate Mitchell, who proceeded to deliver a most able address, 
concluding with a reference to Mr. O’Brien, whom she often had seen 
in the lobby of the House of Commons, and one could see that he 
was a man of the most delicate, refined, and spiritual t He had 
received barbarous treatment, and she should like to know for what 
pu Mr. Balfour had taken such a course, Was it a mere show 
of brutalityf Did Mr. Balfour think he could convert people 
opposed to him by actions of this kind, even supposing Mr. O’Brien 
ought to receive some punishment? She tried to regard it from the 
int of view of a Conservative, and could not see any utility in it. 
f women had more voice in political affairs, things of this kind 
would not happen, Women would bring more heart into political 
uestions. She also touched upon the question of International 
bitration, and concluded amidst loud cheers, 
The resolution was carried, and thanks were accorded to Dr. 
Kate Mitchell for her interesting address, ; ' 
The following officers were then re-appointed: President, Miss 
Priestman ; treasurer, Miss Mary Priestman ; hon. secs, Mrs. Grenfell 
and Miss Tanner, The following committee was elected by ballot: 
Miss Born, Mrs, Bruce, Miss Colby, Miss Estlin, Miss M. Hincks, 
Mrs, J. H. Perry, Miss Price, Mrs. Ralph, Mrs. Stone, Miss Emily 
Sturge, Miss Helen Sturge, and Mrs, Swann. 
The proceedings then terminated. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


Tue members of the Portsmouth Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion, on Wednesday evening week, pleasantly entertained a 
large gathering of their friends at an “ At Home,” held in the 
Orange Street Schoolroom, Portsea. Mrs. Kingswell presided, 


supported by several prominent members of the association. 
An attractive and diversified programme was presented, in 
the course of which a few addresses were given. They were 
short and to the point, and fairly belied the generally- 
accepted theory that while ladies are more given to talking 
than the other sex there is less in what they say. 
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The Chairwoman remarked that this was the last general 
meeting of the association before the close of the first 
financial year, and she expressed the hope that Liberal 
women would come forward in greater numbers and join 
their ranks next year. Many had felt timorous, and thought 
they would like to hang back a little and see if the venture 
would prove a success. It had been a success —(applause)— 
and they hoped next year to make it a still greater success. 

Mrs. Easthope's was the next address. A woman, she 
remarked, need be none the less womanly for taking sides in 
politics, for seeking the advancement of her interests, for 
interfering, as it was called, in matters that concerned her 
own rights. Their association was started in February last, 
and the membership was already very satisfactory, numbering 
400. (Applause.) The Liberal women of Portsmouth 
intended to make themselves heard, aye, and felt before they 
had finished. (Applause.) 


Mr. afterwards spoke, and referred to the satis- 
faction to the results of the County Council elections at 


Gosport and Fareham. Alluding to the dockyard discharges, 
the speaker reminded the audience that a noble lord, who 
was a member of the Government, had promised that there 
should be no more discharges either at Portsmouth or any- 
where else, but the notices for discharge had still come down 
every week. 

A go-ahead speech was made by Mrs. Corbyn, who 
declared that the day had gone by when women were con- 
tent to stay at home and leave men to settle questions which 
were of the most vital importance to them. Women would 
never be able to make themselves felt as they should until 
they were given the vote. They demanded that all women 
who were qualified to vote at local elections should also be 
allowed to vote on imperial questions. Gradual progress 
would suit them, but adult suffrage was their goal. They 
wanted justice not only for themselves, but for all, and 
especially for their fellow-women in Ireland, where politics 
destroyed the home with malignant and brutal power. 
(Applause.) The case of Ireland, her sufferings and her 
wrongs, had done more to arouse the political instincts of 
women than anything that had occurred for ages. Liberal 
women should labour to emancipate their fellow-creatures in 
Ireland, for there could be no more effectual training than 
that gained in working in the service of a noble cause. (Loud 
applause. ) 

Hearty appreciation was manifested of the efforts of those 
who contributed to the capital entertainment, and several 
encores had to be complied with. The Misses Cook played 
a pianoforte overture ; songs were rendered by Misses Hunt 
and Cook, and Messrs. A. L. Hester, Eason, Pritchard, and 
Barclay; a duet by Messrs, Eason and Barclay; recitations by 
Miss A. Lloyd and the redoubtable Mr. C. R. Allen; and an 
amusing dialogue in character by several young ladies. An 
interesting variation in the proceedings was made by the 
handing round of light refreshments during an interval. 

The arrangements for the reunion were carried out by the 
following committee: Mesdames Kingswell, Vare, East- 
hope, Ward (hon. sec.), Knight, Picton, Good, Baskett, 
Corbyn, Vine, Haymes, Hicks, Pugh, Kidd, Miss Ward, 
Mesdames Florence, Drew, May, Casher, Ingham, White, 
and Pullen. : 


CROYDON. 


BRIGHT PROSPECTS FOR LIBERALISM.—Under the auspices 
of the Croydon Women’s Liberal Association, a very success- 
ful tea, public meeting, and musical entertainment took place 
on January 29th, at the School and Class Rooms, Clifford 
Road, South Norwood This constituted one of a series of 
monthly gatherings of the kind organised by the association 
for the several wards of the borough, and which have hitherto 
proved to be of a highly satisfactory and encouraging charac- 
ter. The spacious rooms in Clifford Road were taxed to 
their utmost capacity in affording accommodation to the large 
number of workers and toilers of the locality, who sat down 
at the well-laden tables, and evidently enjoyed, to the top of 
their bent, the excellent tea provided for them. Closely fol- 
lowing this a paper was read to the assembled numbers by 
Mrs. E. W. Grimwade, wife of the Liberal candidate for the 
borough, on “‘ Politics for the last fifty years.” The contents 
were clear, lucid, and comprehensive, and conclusively 
showed how the country’s reforms had been mainly due to 
the legislation and instrumentality of the Liberal party. The 
deepest interest was evidenced by the assembly on Mrs, 
Grimwade’s address. Mr. Alderman Haggis then spoke. for 
a short while in his usual vigorous, heartfelt, and impressive 
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manner upon the political situation and the prominent part 
which women were now justly and reasonably taking in it. 
He was followed by Mr. David Fraser, of Selhurst (a clever 
and _politician), in a brief and strikingly eloquent 
speech. r. Grimwade also made a few remarks, very 
suitable to the occasion, in his well-known, happy, and inter- 
esting vein. Some members of the association then spoke, 
of whom were Miss Grover (Secretary), Miss Aubrey, and 
Miss Ely. The evening was concluded with music,-song, and 
story. The Misses Hillier—deservedly great favourites in 
the locality—gave pianoforte duets, “ Dorothy” and “ Qui 
Vive,” with excellent effect. Mr. Burgess ht down the 
house in his clever and humourous recitation of “ Jay Gould.” 
Mr. Arthur Cooper caused laughter to painfulness with 
his songs, “Short and Long” and “ His Lordship winked at 
the Counsel ;” and Miss Franklin, in her sweet rendering of 
‘When we are Old and Grey,” gave general satisfaction. 
Mrs. W. J. Alderson, vice-president for the ward, presided, 
and was ably supported by many members of the association, 
including Mrs. Hillier, Mrs. Seel, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Pascall, 
Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Driscoll, and Mrs. Figg. 

The Croydon Women’s Liberal Association has formed a 
working party for the relief of the evicted Irish tenants. The 
first meeting was held on the 1st instant, and will be con- 
tinued weekly, probably, until the end of April. The com- 
mittee of the Working Men’s Liberal and Radical Club have 
kindly placed their rooms at the disposal of the ladies. The 
movement having been warmly taken up by all classes, and 
contributions of money and clothing steadily coming in, it is 
hoped the result may very practically demonstrate the 
sympathy of Croydon with Ireland. 


GUILDFORD, 


On last Wednesday, January 3oth, a- meeting was held, 
and tea partaken of, by the Guildford members (only) of the 
Women’s Liberal Association for the Guildford division of 
the county of Surrey. About 160 members sat down. Mrs. 
Ramsden, president, presided, and after tea was over took 
the chair, when a most instructive and pleasant evening was 
spent. Miss Hayward, secretary of the Godalming branch, 
read a most interesting paper on ‘Women’s work in 
politics ;” and speeches, by Mrs. Ramsden and others, fol- 
lowed, and songs and recitations by Mrs. Colebrook, the 
Misses Wheeler, Bowler-Rowler, Percy, Allen, and Patrick. 
Miss Emily Bowler’s song, “Take me home, Barney,” received 
a rapturous encore. Although this is one of the youngest 
branches of the W.L.A,, it 1s also one of the most vigorous, 
and daily increasing in strength and numbers. 


LIVERPOOL. 


A Protest Acainst CoERcion.—On Tuesday, the 29th 
ult., the first annual meeting of the Liverpool Women’s 
Association (Abercromby Division) was held in the Tem- 

nce Hall, Hardman Street. In addition to receiving 
the report for the past year and electing officers, the 
object of the gathering was to hear an address on 
‘‘ Ireland,” by Mrs. Sickert (a daughter of Richard Cobden). 
There was a very large attendance of members, and the chair 
was occupied by the Rev. R. A. Armstrong. Miss M. W. 
Biggs (who has undertaken the secretarial duties of the 
association in conjunction with Miss J. S. Thorburn) read 
the first annual report, in which the executive stated that 
they considered it to be of a very satisfactory character. The 
association, formed early in May, elected a committee 
and officers, and affiliated itself with the Women’s Liberal 
Federation in London. Afterwards several meetings were 
held, and lectures or addresses given by Miss Maitland, Miss 
Muspratt, Mr. E. R. Russell, and Mr. W..R. Kennedy. 
The officers elected in May were Mrs. Robert Holt 
(president), Miss Wallace (treasurer), Miss Thorburn and 
Miss Briggs (honorary secretaries). The association at 
present (including committee and officers) numbered 210, 
having grown to this number from 50 in May, and new 
members were continually joining. The executive could not 
too strongly impress upon the association the importance of 
endeavouring to attract within itself all Liberal women inte- 
rested in its objects and belonging to every rank of life, 
especially to the great army of workers. There was not only 
room in the ranks for all, but practical work for any who 
were willing to do it, and the executive confidently hoped 
that this practical work might prove of great service to the 
Liberal party at the next election. The.total income of the 
association for the year amounted to £29 18. 1od.; the 


expenditure was £18 1s. gd., and there was a balance in 
hand of £11 0s, 1d. The executive felt that they had good 
cause to co the association on the progress made, 
and to look forward with hope and confidence to the comin 
year. (Applause.) A good beginning had been made, an 
with the help and encouragement of members they looked to 
achieve greater results and to establish the association upon 
a firm and sure foundation. (Renewed applause.) The 
Chairman having remarked that the report showed that the 
association was doing a useful work and was rapidly increas- 
ing its membership. Mrs. Brunner moved and Miss Mell 
seconded the adoption of the report, which motion was unani- 
mously to. Miss Noble then moved the re-election 
of the ficers and the executive committee. Mrs Evans, 
in seconding the resolution, said the work of the association 
was sure to have good effects. They had a lamentable 
instance of the want of organisation at the late School 
Board election, and through it they lost a very good man in 
the person of Mr. Ryley. Many voters, for want of advice, 
did not know the exact place in which to vote. The motion 
was then put and carried. 

The Chairman said it was his privilege to call upon Mrs. Sickert 
to move a resolution, which he believed would commend itself to the 
meeting; but before doing so, he should like to his own 
interest in the movement in which they were eomnge. he springin 
up of Women’s Liberal Associations throughout t country appeared 
to him to be one of the most hopeful signs of the times. They were 
not like some of their opponents whose politics were made up of 
picnics ; but their politics were an earnest reason and a deep-seated 
conscientious feeling, He believed they would add greatly to the 
strength and force of the higher Li ism throughout the country 
by the quiet work they were coy in Li | and other centres of 
population. He the Women’s Li Associations would 
always, until the victory were won, put into the fore front of their 
operations the pursuit of the franchise for women—(applause)— 
because it seemed an absurd position that ladies who, like those 
present, were able to meet and express their well-thought-out opinions 
as to the political life of the country should yet not be allowed to go 
through the process of registering a vote at the poll—a privilege 
which was accorded to the very humblest member of the community 
of the other sex. Of course, the work of the Association was not 
primarily the attainment of woman’s suffrage, and therefore he must 
not endeavour to make that the main aap of their thoughts on the 
present occasion. At the same time, he hoped the woman's suffrage 
movement would not be allowed to become second to any other object. 

Having referred to. the condition of affairs in Ireland, the speaker 
said he had great pleasure in calling upon Mrs, Sickert, the daughter 
of the great Cobden. Sag dete to think that one daughter of 
that great statesman had m elected by the suffrages of London 
citizens to work on the County Council. They all trusted that the 
law might be so interpreted as to enable her and many sister workers 
to take their seats on these County Councils, (Applause-) 

Mrs. Sickert, who was cordially greeted, po to relate her 
impressions of Government rule in frslan whence she had recently 
returned, She remarked that government by the ree was the only 
possible form of government that could succeed, any other must 
cpl in ag or as dog —_ = Ireland, pe hear.) at 

igh party feeling might ru e di of resorting to force, as 
had been done at Mitchelstown and other places, Let them consider 
what the state of things would be in an English town, if such leaders 
as Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Morley, and other members of Parliament 
and local leaders respected by their fellow-townsmen were constantly 
brought among them as prisoners, and so insulted and degraded on 
account of their politicial action, Could we conceive anything more 

kasperating to us than such a proceeding? (Hear, Hear.) Mrs. 
Sickert gave some particulars of visit to Mitchelstown in 1887, 
and referred to the indignation of the le which was aroused at 
that time, Soldiers and police into the town, and there was 
great indignation, and for what? Because Mr. O’Brien had given 
the tenants the advice—* Resist eviction by all honest means until the 
Land Bill becomes law and comes to your relief.” When the Bill did 
come to the tenants’ relief it gave a reduction in rent of 224 per cent, 
and all the tenants had been asking for was 20 per cent, She was incourt 
on the day when the magistrates informed Mr, O’Brien, after hearing 
the case for the prosecution, that they were prepared with the verdict. 
Fancy being prepared with their decision before hearing the defence 
And yet some people were surprised at the want of confidence felt by 
the people in the Government. She argued that crime in Ireland was no 
worse than in England, Wales, or Scotland, and that, outside the agrarian 
statistics, it was a question whether crime here was not worse, She 
believed that when England and Ireland had agreed to manage their 
several internal matters they would be most excellent partners in one 
gee empire, (Applause.) As to the religious difficulty, her visits 

ad taught her that there was no fear of injustice to Protestants 
under a Home Rule Government. (Applause.) True, there might 
be a few bigots, and in England such persons were not unknown, but 
the day for religious ution had passed by. (Hear, hear.) The 
worst that could be done in that t was when some great mono- 
polit of the soil was able to refuse his fellow-men a site on which to 

uild a piace of worship when their creed happened to differ from 
his, That might be so in England or in Tncieed, In England it had 
taken a. for the Prime Minister had made it difficult in a certain 
place for Wesleyans to worship according to their conscience ; while a 
case had occurred in Ireland where a landlord had for many years 
refused a site to the Catholics for a school. Mrs, Sickert spoke next 
of the district of Donegal, where the evictions are now in operation. 
She found the people ready, as in other of Ireland, to pay a fair 


rent—(hear, hear)—but the holdings were of such a character that it 
was difficult to settle what a fair rent was. She considered there was 
no rent due except the prairie value of a few pounds per acre, The 
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had been made valuable by the tenants, an ast did so, the 
tendlonds raised their rents. result of bad fand pele we saw in 
our own country in the ed cities and d lated rural 


districts. When she from the rural districts of England— 
where she heard the agricultural labourer say, “There’s no work 
here; it’s a rotten place” —to the rural districts of Ireland, it im- 
ressed upon her that there was a very valuable nucleus for a nation. 
They found in Ireland a hard-working, tear and patriotic people, 
who recoiled before no difficulty, and accoun' themselves happy in 
reclaimining bog or carrying weed from the sea. Fhe pears seemed 
to have the frugality of the French and the sentimental patriotism of 
the Swiss. On the point of cultivating land, the speaker mentioned 
that at one spot in Donegal there were three strips of land on the 
mountain side, The centre piece had been brought to a point of 

cultivation ny ee Poles aid the tenant’s father, who ppm: 
years ago, a shilling a year rent. soon as 
sociainsed the land, his rent went up to £5 & yest. By strange chance 
the other two bleak strips remained to show the industry of the 
tenant and the injustice of the landlord with regard to the third 
patch, The severity of the punishment meted out in Ireland even to 
young lads, even on unsupported testimony, and the contrast which 
— pour ne ca condition of oe looked after by 
guardians and those governed ationalist —_— 

é Mrs. Sickert conclud 


were also spoken of and iculars given. 
by saying that she left I d firmly convinced that Home Rule was 
a great necessity for the Irish (Applause.) She then 


formally moved—‘ That this association desires to express its deep 
regret and indignation at the miserable condition of the sister 
country of Ireland, and to record its conviction that relief can only 
be found in a measure of Home Rule, which, while satisfying the 
so of Irishmen, shall secure the unity of the empire.” (Loud 
applause. 

Miss ‘byley ‘ (honorary secretary of the .Southport Women’s 
Liberal Association) seconded the resolution. She said she honestly 
and fearlessly believed that if the people of England would rouse 
themselves and realise that Ireland was in a state of social war, and 
that her best men were being sent to prison for deeds and words 
which gave them the highest claim to their country's gratitude—if 
the people of England would realise this, and would set themselves 
to demand a change as they would have done if the vital interests of 
their own country were at stake—then the Government would not 
last a week, (Apres) It was the torpidity and the inactivity of 
the English people which made the matter so difficult to manage, and 
which was the main cause why things had been allowed to go on in 
this way so long. Still there were instances during the last eighteen 
months when the expression of English opinion had been attended to. 
(Hear, hear.) It behoved the people, who, after all, were the source 
of power, to stir up the whole country by petitions and indignation 
meetings, to force the Government to stay its hand or relinquish its 
power, and relegate it to those who were prepared to govern 
according to eo, apc and not by brute force. (Applause.) One 

t reason why women were irae called to enter the fray in 
nationality was because they—the voteless 

—had had no share in the past misgovernment of 

reland, and no record of bad votes on the Irish question. (Hear, 
hear.) They entered the battle with clean hands, apenas) 

The resolution having been unanimously carried, 

or Biggs moved a vote of thanks to Mrs. Sickert, who had 
come down specially from London to deliver her address. She had 
given them facts, and it was the practice of the great Cobden always 
to give facts, Cobden had to attack a great landed and aristocratic 
interest which made food dear, and the Liberal were now 
attacking another great landed interest which was rack-renting the 
le and confiscating the fruits of their labour. (Hear, hear.) 
just as victory came in one case, he believed it would follow in the 
present case, (Applause.) ; 

Mrs. Meade- seconded the motion, which was carried by 
acclamation.—Mrs, Sickert replied, and the ings were brought 
to a close, 


the cause of an 
women of Eng’ 
I 


NEWTHORPE, NOTTS. 


On January 28th, an inaugural tea and meeting was held 
in the Hill Top Methodist Schoolroom. Over 200 sat down 
to tea. The evening meeting was crowded. A Women’s 
Liberal Association was formed. Mrs. Bayley was appointed 
hon. president, Mrs. Clay president, Mrs. Leivers treasurer, 
and Mrs. A. Rowley secretary. A large temporary committee 
was nominated, and meetings are to be held the first Thurs- 
day in every month. This is the first Women’s Liberal 
Association which has been formed in the county of Notting- 
ham. 


NORTH MANCHESTER. 


This association, the only one of the kind that exists in 
the city, held its annual meeting on Thursday, the 31st ult., 
in the Gladstone Hall of the Liberal Club, Rochdale Road. 
The association appears to be in a flourishing condition, and 
if it fulfils the promise of its youth—it is at present only ten 
months old—it will by-and-by exercise a considerable 
influence on thé political destinies of North Manchester. 
There was a large gathering of old and new members, and 
there was no lack of enthusiasm. ‘The proceedings opened, 
of course, with tea, and—equally of course—this formed not 
the least pleasant portion of th ‘night's programme. Tea 
over, the business of the evening was entered upon in earnest. 
Mrs, Schwann, the wife of gfe member for the division, 
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who is the ident of the association, took the chair, and 
there were present on the platform Mrs. Newton, Mrs. 
Sherratt, Mrs. Hickey, Mrs. Fielding, Mr. C. E. Schwann 
M.P., the Rev. James Watkin, and Mr. Councillor Sherratt. 


Mrs. Newton, the honorary secretary, red the annual report 
as follows :— 


TheNorth Manchester Women’s Liberal Association was inaugurated 
early in March, 1888, by about 30 ladies, who met in a small room at 
the Rochdale Road Liberal Club. At this informal meeting it was 
resolved to form an association ‘‘to promote the knowledge and 

of Liberal principles, and to encourage the women of North 
hester in the fulfilment of their — municipal, and social 
duties,” to be called the North Manchester Women’s Liberal Asso. 
ciation; and at a subsequent meeting the officers were elected, and 
a code of rules adopted. Towards the end of March a public meeting 
was held in the Gladstone Hall of the club, when about 300 persons, 
of whom 200 were een, Tare fee A very interesting and 
eloquent address was given by Mrs. W. P. Byles, hon. sec. of the 
Bradford Women’s Liberal Associations, and Mrs. Schwann, Mrs. 
Newton, and Mr. Broadfield, Mr. Sherratt, Mr. McFarlane, and other 
gentlemen also addressed the meeting, when resolutions ing the 
meeting to support the women’s associations, and the Li party, 
in its to assist Ireland in her struggle for liberty and justice, 
were carried without opposition. Other meetings have followed, and 
it is an en ing sign that there is a steady demand for further 
meetings of a political character. One at the Queen’s Park Congre- 
gational Schools, kindly lent by the Rev. Mr. Stuttard, and the 
chapel trustees, deserves especial mention, Mr. Schwann, M.P., the 
Rev, Mr. Stuttard, and others delivering short addresses. The fact 
that our association is the first that has been in Manchester 
has made our work a little eager our city hitherto having shown no 
at desire to follow the lead of other towns and districts, which 
ave their flourishing women’s associations, but we feel so convinced 
of the r for good that women can make themselves, in political 
as well as social life, that we have no doubts as to our ultimate 
success and usefulness, We trust that the other divisions of Man- 
chester may see their way to initiate similar associations. Several 
meetings have been held in the houses of ladies who kindly lent their 
drawing-rooms for the occasions, Mrs, Fielding being the first lady to 
initiate these pleasant gatherings. The Women's Li Association 
was represented dba Schwann and Mrs, Newton, at the meeting . 
of the Women’s Liberal Federation at Birmingham. Lord Ripon on 
the occasion of his visit to North Manchester, in December, was 
presented with an address from the association, when his lordship 
in reply, spoke words of encouragement and a At the recent 
election of county councillors, several ladies of the association 
worked very vigorously on the polling-day, and had the gratification 
of assisting to secure Mr. Trevor's victory at Newton Heath. We 
desire to return thanks to Mr. Bellis for his able and zealous assistance 
in the secretarial work ; and also to the North Manchester Liberal 
Association for the sympathy and support that its members have at 
all times extended towards the young sister association, and to the 
committee of the St. Michael’s Ward Liberal Club for the use of 
rooms. 


Mrs. Newton led off, and eloquently pleaded for the 
right of women to take part in political affairs. The old 
maxim that people had nothing to do with the laws but to 
obey them was fast dying out, she said. Women had to 
obey the laws, and it was being slowly but surely conceded 
that they ought also to have a share in the gatine of the 
laws. Men had not in the past governed the world so well 
that they could afford to say that they could dispense with 
the help of women. In Ireland, and in other parts of the 
world, the latent force in the hearts of women was much 
wanted at the present time. 

Mrs. Schwann, who followed, moved the following reso- 
lution: “That this meeting of the North Manchester 
Women’s Liberal Association emphatically condemns the 
unequal law—forced by the closure through the House of 
Commons by the present ignoble Government—by, which 
words venial when spoken in England, when uttered in 
Ireland expose a patriot like William O’Brien to the mercy 
of a partisan magistracy, and render him liable to be thrown 
into gaol. That this meeting expresses its deep sympathy 
with Mr. O’Brien, M.P., in his unjust imprisonment, its warm | 
admiration of his splendid self-sacrifice, and its abhorrence 
of the present system of government in Ireland as not only 
cruel, but contrary to the elementary principles of liberty and 
justice.” Speaking in support of this resolution, Mrs. 
Schwann said enthusiasm was a very necessary quality in 
politics as in everything else, and she believed that women * 
could help to infuse a great deal of enthusiasm as well as of * 
energy and ability into politics if they set their hearts and’ “ 
minds to such matters. She criticised the cruel policy of the ' 
Government in Ireland, and referred to Mr. Goschen’s sneer- 
ing allusions to the quietness at present prevalent in Ireland, 
which he attributed to the action of the Government instead ‘ 
of to its right cause—to the hope that the Liberal leader had’ 
put into the hearts of the Irish people. Tt seemed a disgrace 
to us that it had been possible to arrest a patriot like William 
O'Brien in the city of Manchester under such circumstanéés, ' 
and the only matter for satisfaction was that Mr. O’Brien'was * 
at least able to say that he had been kindly treated while'in 


this city. Ina hero and martyr like William O’Brien, with 

his marvellous courage and self-sacrifice, there was a brilliant 
reflection of the spirit of devotion and sacrifice of the Irish 
people—a spirit which had led to the writing of some of the 
noblest pages in history. 

Mr. O. E. Schwan, M.P., in seconding the resolution 
expressed satisfaction with the work the association is doing. 
On the subject of Mr. O’Brien’s arrest he said the mayor of 
this city would be assailed for his conduct in receiving Mr. 
O’Brien as he had done, but it seemed to him that the 
mayor's action relieved the city to some extent of the stigma 
that rested upon it in connection with this matter. The 
Mayor showed that he was willing to extend all the courtesies 
to Mr. O’Brien, and legally he had a perfect right to do so. 
The apartments were the mayor’ and he had a right to 
invite to them whom he liked. It was not long since Mr, 
Balfour occupied the same apartments, and he was glad to 
think that a better man, a man of a far more patriotic and 
higher tone than Mr. Balfour, had been lodged for one night 
in our great municipal building. Mr. O’Brien’s life showed 
that he was no coward, as some people had described him. 
The cowards were the men who, under cover of the closure, 
passed such laws as that referred to in the resolution. 

The motion was supported by the Rev. James Watkin and 
unanimously adopted. 


NORTH WESTMORLAND. 


Friday, February rst, was the annual Liberal tea, enter- 
tainment, and ball, and was held at Ambleside in connection 
with the North Westmorland Liberal Association. Tea was 
provided by the ladies of the Liberal party, and there was a 
goodly number of members, both from the women’s and 
the men’s associations, as may be judged when upwards of 
500 tickets were sold. Tea commenced at six o'clock, and 
was held in the Pavilion, Ambleside, hired for the occasion 
from Mr. Taylor, Queen’s Hotel, The tea was presided over 
by the different ladies, who had many willing helpers. The 
ballroom was beautifully decorated with holly and evergreens 
and large banners, and at the top of the room was a picture 
of Mr. Gladstone, and on each side the motto “ The 
Grand Old Man,” and “ Success to Home Rule,” and many 
other Liberal watchwords. There was a lengthy programme 
of music and singing gone through during the evening in 
the coffee-room, and the first part of the proceedings were 
presided over by the Rev. T. Mackereth, till about ten 
o'clock, when he retired and his place was filled by Mr. J. 
Wrigley, jun., chairman of the association, The musical 
programme was brought to a close by the chairman passing 
a vote of thanks to those friends who had so kindly performed 
and made a very pleasant evening, Whilst the music was in 
progress, those friends who preferred dancing were down in 
the ballroom enjoying their dance to their heart’s content. 
When the proceedings closed all were unanimous that they 
had passed a very happy and enjoyable evening. 


OXFORD. 


Miss Orme delivered the first of her course of lectures on 

‘‘ English and Irish Land Laws,” at Oxford, on Thursday, 
an 24th. The audience numbered about 140, and 

included about a dozen men and several Liberal Unionists. 
The lecture was listened to with the deepest attention, and 
strong expressions of admiration for the lecturer’s remarkably 
clear style were to be heard on all sides afterwards. The 
lecture had been advertised all over the town, and was free 
to all comers, the expenses being defrayed out of the funds 
of the Women’s Liberal Association. Women of all classes, 
except the very poor, were present ; and all alike spoke of the 
great interest they had taken in every part of Miss Orme’s 
address, An effort is being made in Oxford to form a Ladies’ 
Liberal Unionist Association, but one of the most active 
among the promoters of the scheme was heard to say she 
feared it must be abandoned, as they could get none of the 
townspeople to join. The townspeople of Oxford are either 
downright Tories, or else they belong to those Liberals who 
have made up their minds that the next step on the path of 
liberality must be the giving Ireland some sort of Home 
Rule. Among them the Liberal Unionists will not find very 
promising material. Among the ladies of the University 
they-may prove more successful, but their attempt ought to 
stimulate the members of the W.L.A. to greater and more 
sustained efforts, The association is not growing so rapidly 

as it ought to do, and no work has yet been done in large 

districts in the town, or in any of the outlying villages. 
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STALYBRIDGE AND DUKINFIELD. 


The annual soirée of the Stalybridge and Dukinfield 
Women’s Liberal Association was held in the Town Hall, on 
Saturday, January 26th. A short meeting, held during the 
evening, was presided over by J. W. Summers, Esq, The 
following rasclation was moved by Mrs. Lindley, president 
of the association, and seconded by the Rev. J. Watkin: 
“ That this meeting rejoices at the steady development of a 
real bond of union between the people of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and desires to express its indignation at the unjust 
and barbarous way in which the law is being administered 
in Ireland under the present Government.” The rest of 
the evening was devoted to music, recitations, &c. 


WINCHESTER. 


On Monday, January 28th, the Winchester Women’s 
Liberal Association held its first annual meeting, The chair 
was taken by the Rev. H. C. Dickins, who spoke on the 
work of women in politics, and made some practical remarks 
on the choice of members for the County Council. The 
report was then read by Miss Ellen Chapman, the hon. sec- 
retary, who considered that real work had been done during 
the year, and that there was great cause for encouragement. 
Miss Chapman therm spoke on some phases of the Irish 
question ; speeches were also given by the Rev. H. Moberly, 
G. Barter, Esq., and J. Johnston, Esq. At the close of the 
meeting the following resolution was unanimously carried : 
‘That this meeting wishes to express its strong indignation 
and disgust at the action of the Government in Ireland, 
which has been cruel, cowardly, and foolish to a degree 
unparalleled in any civilised country, and it pledges itself by 
every legitimate means in its power to work against it, and 
to spread the truth concerning Ireland. 


Forthcoming Meetings in connection with Women’s 
Liberal Associations. 
Feb. 8. Deptford. Mrs. Cobden Sickert. 
» 9. Accrington, 


» 18, Scarborough. Miss Florence Balgarnie on “ Why women 
should have the vote,” 


Coffee Extract.—Although the days of adulteration of food sub- 
stances have pretty well-nigh away for ever, there are many 
spurious articles of diet—di ble to the taste and noxious to the 
system—that still survive, and notably amongst these is bad coffee, or 
coffee-cum-chicory. No wonder, then, that the British public drink but 
sparingly of this beverage in comparison with their American cousins 
and continental neighbours! Café @ la Turque is delicious but ener- 
vating, and, therefore, a thing to be indulged in only occasionally. Café 
Noir and Café Royale are, for similar reasons, to be treated as rare 
luxuries ; but a fine fragrant breakfast cupful of coffee, with fresh 
boiled milk or cream, as it is taken in America with almost every meal, 
would—if it could be got, and were known sufficiently well—very soon 
outrival the favourite cup of tea. The secret of good coffee lies in the 
fact that a great deal of attention must be bestowed upon the brew. 
The seeds should be carefully selected, roasted, immediately reduced to 
an impalpable powder, and at once infused in a lator or cafétiere. 
An excellent coffee can be made by mixing three-fifths Java berries 
with two-fifths Mocha berries ; these should be roasted to a deep brown 
(not black) colour in a Sugg’s Roaster; then reduced to an excessively 
fine powder, and thoroughly mixed and sifted by means of a Bracher's 
“ Desideratum” mixer ; then, one pound of this powder, if infused in 
an Ash’s Kaffe Kanne, with a gallon of boiling water, will yield an ex- 
quisite uor, to which half its bulk of milk may be added, and the 
“ dish” of coffee served would have drawn tears of joy from the eyes of 
the portly lexicographer who used to frequent Tom’s in Covent Garden, 
one hundred years ago, and was credited with being a capital judge of 
ee coffee. It may safely be questioned whether one out of a thousand 

ousekeepers possess the necessary apparatus for an out-turn of coffee of 
this description. Of course, they can, by an amount of tedious labour, 
arrive at the same results ; but would it really be worth while to do:so, 
when even more perfect appliances are used, and expert hands are en- 
pee Ske fer, ee luction of “Call a le @ spade, and 

ranson’s coffee perfection,” which most of our travellfee acquaintances, 
who use their eyes while foes our railway station platforms, 
are doubtless familiar with? We have analysed Branson's Coffee Ex- 
tract by the only true, though 
plus the sense of 


to ony absolutely pure peparation, made out of the highest grades of 


gravity 1008'9, showing it to be free from 
characteristic, den the presence of & large propo 
acid ; the principal caffeine is also retained, and distinctly appreciable 
by ita influences. Above all, it is decidedly economical, far 


more wholesome than tea, and, beyond question, the beverage for 
connoisseurs, 


SPEECHES To BE Liven Down.—The Miss Browns: “ Oh, so glad 
to see you, Mary! But we've such'dreadful colds, we can’t kiss you, 
dear, We can only shake hands!” Fair Visitor: “ Oh dear, how 
sad! I hope you haven’t got a cold Mr, Brown! ""—Punch. 
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EK DOMESTIC 


= HOUSEKEEPER. INDISPUTABLY THE BEST!!! 
For all Kitchen and Domestic 


BRANSON’S COFFEE, ||C LARNICO 
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THORNTON'S 
“TOILET CREAM” 


Preserves the Booey ae softness of 
the Hair. It is invaluable for children, 


In Pots, 11 al-, "» 116, eo >» 2/6, 16, post free. 


THORNTON LOTION. 


A quick, safe, and sure cyre for 


RIGWORM, BALD BALD PATORES, &:, 
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* Acts like a Charm,” in 
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T UNIVERSAL AL DIGESTIVE Ti TEA 
prepared under Royal Letters Patent, 
ee Tain is entirely NEUTRALISED. 
fro samples ‘have been spplicd or by doctor, fo 
HOLESOME, ECOnCeOn REFRESHING. 
} tea is well iy tke aS et dyspeptics, as 
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et eae soothing.” ‘I have had 24 
for sample and name of our nearest agent to from ast mand ape aoe ander nh re deacet In Bottles, 2|6 each, post Sree, 
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THE Bl phd nS co. ae munch reliel; —A.W. ‘Our warmest thanks for pivots like From A. P. TOWLE & SON, 75, 
STREET, effect, driving away a five-years’ cough.” —A.B. Back Piccadilly, Manchester, 


BDOMINAL BELTS FOR LADIES. ANTED, LADIES WHO CAN KNIT, 
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Name and Address t the Providence Mills Spinning Co., 
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For General Suppor, Pregnancy, Prolapsus Uteri, and Umbilical 
Hernia, g ned the First Order of Merit at the Adelaide Jubilee Inter- 
tional B chibition, 1887, for its extreme simplicity and durability. 
It is so erie that it Pome wh * for the reason that - 
earer can adjust it to the re wi e greatest accuracy, an 

ithout any trouble, This ia very important point, especially to LADIES VISITING MANCH ESTER 
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RUPTURES CURED.—“The most effective Truss yet invented.” on aaa os tsar the Chreres Balls ting when in bed,and now 
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Full particulars on receipt of stamped directed envelope. . 15d per Bottle, Free by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
vy. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 
@EURNEY & CO., Truss and Surgical Instrument Makers, AMY CHEMMT OAM PROCURE If TO ORDER. 
22, Woodstock Street, 


OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
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THE! |'WOMENS’ ‘GAZETTE! Fabra 9 bey 


PURE CONCENTRATED COCOH. 


Prepared by a new and special scientific process, securing extreme solubility, 
and developing the finest flavour af the Cocoa. i 


SOLU BLE—EASI LY ecole ICAL. 


youewus 


HALF A TH sPOORFUL IS SUFFICIENT TO MAKE A CUP OF MOST DELICIOUS COCOA. 


TESTIMON ALS. 

Sir C. A. Cammnon, MD., President of the Royal College Dr. N. O. Wurrs, Coroner for the City of Dublin. — Thite 
of Surgeons, Ireland, &c.—‘I have never tasted Cocoa that I are innumerable varieties of Cooos, but to my mind incomparably 
like 0, Well, and I strongly recommend it as a substitute for the best is ‘ Fry's Pure Concentrated Cocoa.’ . T have been using it 
tea for young persons.” ; myself for some time with manifest advantage.” 

a ae Ww. -H. R. Stanizy, M.D.—“ I consider it a véry rich delicious 

J. Wrsrants Gone M.D.—"I find it the most agreeable Cocos. It is highly Concentrated, and therefore economical as a 
beverage of the kind I have ever tasted, delicious both in flavour family food. It is the par excellence for a and gives no 
and odour, a cay of digestion.” trouble ja making,” . 

Fl pvecccccccnecccenecneccaconsteccoecccosocccenees oonenvnennsenecenens eevedecccoccccccoccecccce 
ds 7i() 88 PRIZE: MEDALS AWARDED TO. 


5 Uk $. FRY & SONS, BRISTOL, | LONDON, AND SYDNEY, N.S.W. 


MAKERS TO THE QUEEN & PRINCE OF: WALES. 
bial pathicasate toa sae! “Fry's Pure Concentrated, Saco.” 


